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Hernan Zini
Captain
Liberty of the Seas

Captain Hernan Zini was born in San Fernando, Argentina, the Nautical Capital of the country. The spirit of this small town inspired him to develop an early affection for nautical activities including competitive sailing and rowing. At the age of 12, he was accepted to a Navy High School where he gained experience in ship handling and maritime law. Five years later, he graduated with Honors as a Navy Reserve Officer and in 1988 he graduated with Honors from the Merchant Marine Academy in Buenos Aires. He has sailed in different capacities on cargo, container, bulk carriers and tanker ships with worldwide itineraries. 

Captain Zini joined Royal Caribbean International in 1991 as Second Officer onboard the beautiful Nordic Empress and he obtained his Master License in 1993 at the age of 26. Since then, he has served as Staff Captain onboard the Viking Serenade, Legend of the Seas, Vision of the Seas and Adventure of the Seas. He also has participated in many new shipbuilding projects within the Royal Caribbean International fleet, including Legend of the Seas. He is particularly proud to have been the Staff Captain in-charge, during the building of the world’s largest cruise ship, Voyager of the Seas. He was in charge of the design and implementation of the Emergency Contingency Plans that are currently in use onboard Royal Caribbean’s fleet. 

In 2002, at the age of 34, Captain Zini became Captain of Grandeur of the Seas and was the youngest Captain in the fleet. Since that time, he has served as Master onboard Grandeur, Sovereign, Adventure and Radiance of the Seas. He joined the New Building team in Turku in October 2006 in order to supervise the final stages of construction of Liberty of the Seas.  

Captain Zini speaks Spanish, English and French. In his spare time, Captain Zini enjoys playing soccer and squash. His beautiful wife Anja is from England and when Captain Zini is not working he alternates his time between Argentina and England, steering away from the winters. 
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